
NGOW 30TH OCTOBER 2019 MEETING DIARY 
Apologies were received from Charlie Ablett, Jim Austin, Robbie Burns, Gary Drummond, David Haig, 
Brian Kendrick, Gaston Monge-Grassi and Bryan Swadel.  Eighteen existing members and two visitors 
gathered round the table to be welcomed by Bill Filmer.  Bill reminded everybody that the 
November “meeting” will be an end-of-year function at The Fish and Game Rooms on Saturday, 
November 30th.  Full details will be circulated after the next committee meeting on Tuesday, 12th 
November.  This year’s wood challenge will be judged at this get-together so, if you are intending to 
participate, get on with it! 

Tony Clark explained that he has the latest Fine Woodworking DVD ready to be copied and 
circulated but first he needs all the USB memory sticks from the last edition returned.  Any members 
still holding a USB memory stick please get it back to Tony as soon as possible.  Bill Filmer 
commented that the original of this DVD would be added to the Guild library, which lives in his 
workshop.  Members are welcome to visit Bill and browse through the library at any time but please 
phone first to ensure that somebody is at home. 

Chris Feltham, after some technological challenges, showed 
pictures of the “Cathedral oak”, the tree which came down in a 
storm last weekend in the grounds of Nelson cathedral.  Nelmac 
have cleared the mess and trucked the timber to their storage 
depot in Brook Street.  Bill, Chris and Paul Trolove have inspected 
the logs and feel there is enough salvageable timber to warrant the 
expense involved in moving, milling and drying it.  A show of hands 
confirmed interest among members so Chris Feltham was 
delegated the task of negotiating with Peter Grundy, the Nelson 
City Council Parks and Reserves Manager, over how and when to 
progress further. 

Bill Filmer then invited Tony Clark to speak to us about adhesives.   

Tony began by describing the types of glue which he has in his workshop and uses on a regular basis. 

PVA (Polyvinyl acetate) or “white” glue is nontoxic and easy to use.  It’s flexible but poor on end 
grain.  It sticks poorly to itself and thus is difficult to repair. 

Aliphatic or “yellow” glue.  (In organic chemistry an aliphatic compound is a hydrocarbon which 
doesn’t contain a benzene ring.)  Has less tendency to “creep” during clamping and is slightly 
stronger than PVA.  In the Titebond range: 
Titebond Original is an Aliphatic.  
Titebond II is a Crosslinking PVA. 
Titebond III is an Advanced PVA. 

Epoxy glue.  Usually a two-part product such as “Araldite”.  The longer the setting time the stronger 
the final bond.  Not as good as aliphatics in tight fitting joints but useful for filling small holes.  Paul 
Trolove recommends mixing with sawdust and a tiny quantity of baking soda (sodium bicarbonate) 
for optimum results. 



Polyurethane glue.  Titebond manufacture a polyurethane glue, as do “Gorilla”.  It’s no stronger that 
the aliphatics for long grain to long grain joints but excels with end to side or end grain to end grain 
joints.  Foams and expands slightly.  It needs moisture to work well and it may be necessary to mist 
the wood with water before gluing the joint.  Tolerates lower temperatures than the aliphatic glues. 

Cyanoacrylate glue.  Often abbreviated to “CA” glue in USA woodworking journals but mostly known 
here as “Superglue”.  Doesn’t fill holes, won’t bond to all surfaces and forms a skin when exposed to 
moisture.  As a result a closed tube will have a shelf life of no more than a year and an open tube will 
be unusable after one or two weeks.  Use thin layers only to secure a good set.  (Larry Spitz 
mentioned that Ian Wilson, in an address to the Guild several years ago, said that ideally the layer of 
any glue should be one molecule thick!) 

Contact adhesives.  “ADOS” spray-in-a-can is a convenient form and useful for sticking cloth to 
wood.  Best applied to both surfaces and should be allowed to dry slightly before sticking the two 
surfaces together. 

Animal glues.  The traditional woodworkers “hot” glue, based on the collagen in animal hide.  Still 
used for restoration of antiques or when building replicas.  Now available for use cold (“Titebond” 
Genuine Hide Glue) but can still be steamed apart for repairing.  Sticks well to itself.  Finishes easily 
and holds stains well.  Nominal shelf life of one year can be ignored; if it’s still liquid it will work.  
Peter Field commented that, in emergencies, the gelatine in jelly crystals will work almost as well. 

Others:  Tony mentioned specialist variants of PVA, such as one containing fluorescent material 
which allows for easy identification of any poorly coated areas during application.  Adhesives 
containing silicone are designed to seal as well as glue but have few woodworking applications. 

Tony then went on to discuss application.  Aside from spray-on contact adhesive almost all glues can 
be applied with a brush or roller.  Have a dry run first to ensure that everything will fit and you can 
minimise “open” time.  Don’t apply too much clamping pressure – if squeeze out is occurring then 
the pressure is adequate – and, with PVA and aliphatic glues, don’t remove the excess lest you 
starve the joint as the wood absorbs the glue.  If glue stains the wood adjacent to a joint then 
staining and/or finishing will be difficult.  Shield the area round the joint by applying a coat of sealer 
or protect it with masking tape or a temporary coating of wax.  To clean off unwanted glue wait until 
it has partially set and has a rubbery consistency then scrape it off with a flexible tool such as the 
end of a 150mm pocket ruler. 

Oily woods, such as totara, can be glued if the glue is applied as soon as the cut has been made.  
After a few hours, however, oil begins to come to the surface of the cut and needs to be wiped away 
with a solvent such as methylated spirits or acetone before the glue will adhere to the wood. 

After supper Paul Gutch began the usual “Show ‘n’ Tell” session by showing us a patu or club.   He 
discovered it in poor condition in a 
junk shop and it has responded well 
to cleaning and refinishing with his 
“Primo” oil mixture.  He explained 
that it is not a mere, which is 
specifically a greenstone patu. 



 

Peter Field brought along three very beautiful paper knives made of a mixture of native and locally 
grown timbers.  His next 
problem is to persuade 
somebody to send him a letter 
to open. 

Larry Spitz shown us his 
birthday present to himself, an 
exquisitely made travisher, 
which was designed by Peter 
Galbert, then refined and 
produced by Claire Minihan of 
New Hampshire, USA.  

 

Nhan Nguyen, one of our guests, showed us three small freehand carvings.  The bull and eagle were 
particularly attractive: 



 

Chris Feltham used a small kauri box, decorated with pieces of an unidentified tropical hardwood, to 
demonstrate his most recent mistakes, mostly reborn as design features. 

Paul Gutch finished off the evening by 
showing us the instruction booklet for his 
recently purchased Swiss benchtop INCA 
saw – noteworthy because the table, not 
the saw blade, rises and falls when 
adjusted. 

The meeting concluded shortly after 9:00 pm.  Our next monthly 
meeting will be at 7 pm in the Fish and Game rooms on Wednesday, 
February 26th, 2020 but please don’t forget our barbecue on 
Saturday November 30th this year. 

 

 


